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The first edition of Forensic Entomology: The Utility of Arthropods in Legal Investigations broke

ground on all levels, from the caliber of information provided to the inclusion of copious color

photographs. With over 100 additional color photographs, an expanded reference appendix, and

updated information, the second edition has raised the bar for resources in this field, elucidating the

basics on insects of forensic importance.  New in the Second Edition:   A chapter on insect

identification that presents dichotomous keys    Updates on DNA molecular techniques and genetic

markers   Coverage of new standardization in forensic entomological analysis   Chapters on

climatology and thermoregulation in insects   100 new color photographs, making available a total of

650 color photographs    Goes Beyond Dramatics to the Nitty Gritty of Real Practice While many

books, movies, and television shows have made forensic entomology popular, this book makes it

real. Going beyond dramatics to the nitty gritty of actual practice, it covers what to search for when

recovering entomological evidence, how to handle items found at the crime scene, and how to use

entomological knowledge in legal investigations.
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This book is a must-have for any person who works for a law enforcement agency, crime lab, or

medical examiner/coroner's office. I would not recommend it for a layperson, unless they are really

interested in forensic entomology. Highly technical but also easy to read. I've had the pleasure of



attending a seminar where Dr. Byrd was a guest speaker, and it was one of the best presentations I

have ever attended in my 10 year career. Even people who work with dead bodies every day don't

always like bugs, but they should at least have a basic knowledge of forensic entomology. And this

book will provide them with exactly that.

I recently purchased this book as a reference source for the collection of entomological specimens

at crime scenes. This book is well written and contains excellent information regarding the collection

process and establishing the post-mortem interval. Anyone who deals with processes and/or

investigating crime scenes should purchase this book for their permanent library.

Great for identification and understanding the entomological bases of forensics.
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